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to the Peace Conference that it is essential in the interests of
the Allied people that accredited correspondents of the Allied
Press should be admitted when the Peace Terms are handed
to the Germans, so that an adequate report of the proceedings
may be supplied to the public.' Among the reasons which may
be urged in support of this claim is the fact that the German
Delegation comprises a number of journalists who are acting
in various capacities, and that the probability is that they will
furnish reports to the German Press based upon direct
observation of the proceedings. The British correspondents
recognise that the accommodation is restricted, but they see no
reason why a limited number of correspondents should not be
admitted. They wish to make it plain that they do not claim
special privileges ; they are of opinion that arrangements
should be made for the admission of representatives of the Press
of all the nations concerned."

The Americans say that Wilson is in favour of the Press
being present ; that the French allege there is not enough
accommodation in the room ; and that L. G. is strongly
opposed to the presence of journalists. His reasons are said
to be that it would be undignified and unfair that the German
delegates, who will occupy an anxious position, should be
written up by the Allied Press. I am bound to confess that I
have heard him say very much the same things, and there is
no doubt that all through the Conference he and his colleagues
have not favoured publicity. We have had to fight inch by inch.
Like all autocrats, they like to work in secret and to tell the
public just as much as suits their purpose. This week, Sir
William Sutherland, one of L. G.'s secretaries, has arrived in
Paris, no doubt for the purpose of interviewing the Paris
correspondents regarding the Peace Terms. I have been busy
arranging for the preparation of a summary of the terms. At
my suggestion a summary has been written by Mair1 who has
been working with me. It runs to about ten thousand words.
Mair is a clever fellow and the summary is first-rate. The
arrangements for cabling it all over the world have been
complicated. They have been carried out most efficiently by
Mair, Colonel Waley Cohen, head of the Signals Department,
1 George Herbert Mair, journalist; d. 1926.